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The Free Grace of God ww to be Fe only 
ground of, and to have the alone ftroke in, 
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the matter of our Salvation. - + £ 


Being the Sum of Two 


SERMONS, 


Preach'd to a Oy AUDITORY. 


By an Admirer of Grae, and the F reeneſs of it. 
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cording to our Works, but according to bis own purpoſe and grace, which was 
given ws in C brit Feſus before the World began. 


Titus 3. $. 


Dei gratia non erit gratia ullo modo niſi gratuita fuerit omni 
modo, Aug. de pes, Orig. b, 2. CG "_ 
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Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we bave done, bus according to 5 
bis Mercy he ſaved us. 34 
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12 Tim. 1.9, #ho bath ſaved us, and called us with an boſy Calling, not ac-}* # 
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' Gloriows Truth, though indeed the Wonder is ſomewhat lefſen-. 
.ed when we conſider, That Every Man is an Arminian bornzz.e. 
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To bis much Honoured, and bis very good Friends, 
Capt. Willam Thompfon, Efq;.. wo 
AND TO 
Madam Katherina, his Piows Conſort. 


Salvation. 


Much Fonoured in our Lord, 


and Delight in the Truths treated upon in the Subſe- 

quent Trad, ſtrongly inclined me to this Dedication.---- 

I have no Deſign in publiſhing theſe Labours, of Cour- 
ting the Applauſe of any, nor Recovering the Eſteem I once 
had among ſome : I have Learned, xo My own MaFer 1 itand otRom 
fail. That which engaged me in the Work, was a defire to 
put to my poor help in hand, for the clearing up, and mag- 
nifying of that Glorious, Weighty and Soul-Refreſhing Do- 
Qrine of Selvation'by Grace, which of late has been ſo ftrange- | 
ly o're.clouded by the Miſts and Fogs the Legalifts have Raiſed. | 
I confeſs I have all Reaſons in my ſelf to bow down 'under a 
ſenſe of my Inability for ſo great a Work, But $s'one who de- 
fires to be found Faithful, I cannot but endeavour an Improve- 4 
ment of my Oze T alexr ; and ſhould be much Raiſed in my Spi- 
Tits, if God ſhould incline others to Tmploy their Five ina Work 
ſo neceſſary at this day, in which the DoQrine of Sel/vation by 
Grace is Contemned, and greatly Aſperſed ; not only to the great 
Debilitating, but indeed Amazement of the Honosrers of this 


* H E great Acquaintance To# have with, Honour for, 


A2 ſuch. 
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The Dedication. 
y: ſuch he is by nature, and therefore greatly in love with him: 
A4elf, and fond ofthis own Improvements, and fo ſtifly bent to 
al a Egvengnt of Works, that it is no eaſie matter to draw him 
k 65 5. off from priding himſelf with the Pharaſaical Feathers of his own 
ike is. Performances.; Stard by, for I am holter than thou, is a Diſtem- 
xl per ſomewhatEpidemical ; and God Tthark thee,l am not as other 
1 Men are, has ſtrangely ſeized the gener:!ity of Mankind ; the 
folly of which, they ſhall readily acknowledge, when ſer on 
the other ſide of Eternity: for then thoſe Juſticiaries who 
have magnified Man, and preſumed to exalr him at ſo high a 
rate, ſhall then freely own, that Man falicn, 15 poor, blind, 
wretched and naked, and at enmity with all that is truly good, 
and that he is never more remote, and far off from God, than 
whiles in high thoughts of himſelf, giorying ia his own Under- 
ſtanding, Streagth, Worthinefs, and fr-edom of Will ; which 
the ſtroaking himſelf wich, makes him 9-094 and preſumpcu- 
ous; I fay, this they {hall thenown, andthe 2dmirers of ſreeidi- 
ſinguiſhing Grace, would count i:4l! joy to {ee God convincing 
them of it now. .4rmin/aniſ,n is a dangerous bottom, and the 
more, becauſe ir 15 fo agreeable with corrupt Nature; ir being 
natural to Men to think, that if they be ſaves, © maſt be by their 
own Merits and Worthineſs, .not from the free {j-<ci2l ditin- 
guiſhing grace ot God ; and *tis tha: which 4Armnien brings 
. Men to at laſt : for if God ave not laid the FounJatio: of cheir 
Salvation: on the bottom of free Grace, then they wi h' what 
Helps;they had common to. chem chat ace ſaved; an {:to/them 
 thatperiſh, do makethemſclves ro {iFer ; and how' God'diſho- 
[\ nouring .a Principle this is, ler our Enemies themſelves coa- 
| fider, it is no leſs than a robbing GoJ of his Glory, which he 
1 |>-3. has declared, He wil not give to another; ty which end, it is 
. the Apoſtle bars and ſhuis out the defert of Works, from being 
7.9. Cauſes of Salvation, Nor of Works, leaſt any Miz fhnuld boaſt, 
|| clearly intimating, that nothing which we do, doc's merit our 
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- . Salvation, or is a cauſe procuring it unto us. | 
4 _ -- Thus, Sir, and Madam, IT am perſuaded you have learned 
-{ Chrift ; God having by his Servants, fed You with the fineſt of 


The Dedication. 
the Wheat, and happily placed You in Your relation toa Churet:, 
where You are bleſt with the Sound of the true Shibbote: 5 ; 11:2 
Strength thar God in his rich mercy, 1s pleaſed yet £5 090:51545 
to your Worthy Paftor, being greaily imployed in maguitying 
che freeneſs of God's Grace, and debafing proud Max, and ail his 
empry' performances; a Work which got only He, but all of an 
Evangelical Caft delight in, and Rejoyce to be promoters of ; well 
knowing that as this is what they now own and preach, [o It is 
what they ſhall 7 rinmph in, in the Grees Daz,when ſuch as have | 
Exalted Grace, and the Fr:eneſs of it hail be Exalted by it; when, | 
on the contrary, ſuch as have Exalted empty Man, {oasto detratt 
or lc{ſen the Glory of God, which is all in all tn the matter of Man's 
Salvation, ſhall hang down their heads with ſpame and confuſion 
of Face, and be Rejected as Friends to Antichriſt, and Preachers 
of Pepiſh, yea, Devili{þ Doftrine; for ngbetter is that which puts” 
Men upon ſeeing molt inthe Creature, and leaſt '1nthe Creator, 
Wihdis God tlefſed for ever mpre.. © ke 2 OR 

Pllnot detain You anv fonger in the Porch, only to hint, that * 
it might have been thought neceſſary, by ſome that T ſhould have 
given the World ſome account of thoſe Graces which ſoeminent- 
ly ſhine in each of You; a Theam fo copious, that I ſhould: 
ſooner want Words than Matter'; but being well acquainted, 
how little You delight in it, . and how every way unfit L 
am for it, I {hall wave Encomiums of Praiſe, to bow my knees 
in Prayer, that God in the riches ofhis grace, would moreand 
more enable each of You to put the hopes of Your Salvation out 
of your Selves,upon that which 'God hath done for you in Chrif,. 
and fling your ſelves by Faith, into the meritorious Arms of the 
Lord Jeſus, adoring that.grace, by which you have hope of bee / 
ing made meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in C 


Liz2ht. Os | 
gg <F that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our } 
Father, which hath loved us, © and hath given us everlaſting 
Conſolation and good Hope, through grace, may comfort your ; 
Hearts, and eſtabliſh you inevery good Word and Work ; ſhall 
be theearneſt deſire of him, whois for the temporal and eterngll} 


Happineſs of Youand Yours. | 
. SIR and MADAM, 4 
Jan. NXIL, 1698, Tour moſt bumble Supplicant 4s the Throne US Gract. Re C 5 
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who were hearers of ciieſe Sermons. 


Dear Friends, 


| (JE world think the Dottrine of Free Grace is /o Iliftrious in 
iy Scriptrre as not to be ſpoken againſt but ſecing it meets with 
| great oppoſition from the Arminian Party, who are deſirous not only 


1! tobe Teachers, but Thrnderxeys of the Law, underſtandi-+ --- 
2 - ne WALLLD SIVT 


T1. Þ F* 

—y » Nor whereg, they affirm : eſpecially when they 
11% nomianiſm »- > a6 

CHEF ge paneenn— 70M the Preachers of Free Grace, who are 
{i / far from being Exemics to the Law, that it may be eaſily made ap- 
{| pear they 47* better Friends to it than our Opponents, who inſtead of 
I geilding a. ful «xa perfett Obedience to the Law, pat it off with 
| Lame, Imperfe&@t Periormanices, when the Admirers of Free Grace 
are for having it ſatisfied to the full, in that they plead the compleat 
lr. and plenary ſatisfaction made by their Elder Brother the Lord Jeſus. 

| The Oppoſition, I ſay, the Doitrine of Free Grace meets with was « 

| means to Midwife theſe Sermons into the world, which otherwiſe 

' T#duld have been buried in Oblivion,the Author retaining 4 deep ſenſe 

of his Inability for ſuch work ; as alſo the great diſcouragement he 
| af preſent lies under, having of late been toſs'd uponthe bluſtring 
1! Waves and Bikows of Envy and Reproach ; which Storm was ſo vic» 
1! font and tempeſiuous, one Wave beating in upon the Neck of another 

that his ſtroking Spirits are. ſcarce recover'd: in which Storm hel! 

Fi a8 tell your row how ſorely he was ſpot at by ſome, wor howTndecorouſly 
L! bewas dealt 1vith by others, [ceing it may be [aid cf all theſe Storms as 
1} of Julian's Perſecution, Nubecula cito Tranſicura ; they'll foon be 
| blown over, and then follows a perpetnal Calm. This ſhort Night of 
19 Sorrow will pro 'auce ſuch a bright and laſting Mcrning of Joy as will 
/ never ſuffer Eclipſe more, in which you'll ſee many Heirs of Grace in 
Sia Heaven, whom y0# thought hardly jit to live upon the Earth. And a 

) awarchleſs noercy it is that God ſees not as Man ſees. Man looks at 

1 che outward Appearance, the Worthineſs and Towaradlineſs in us 4- 


F tove others ,» but God looks npor us as cloathea in the Righteouſneſs 
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A Word to the Admirersof Free Grace, eſpecially thoſe 


en ee ere Er eee es woren ares _ 


of bis own Sou, which he of his Free Grace hath bementled ms with, 
and wrapt me in, ; | 

The Deſign of theenſving Diſcourſe is to magnify God's Grace, 
and the Freeneſs of it, and to prove we ave ſaved wholly by Grace 
from firft to laſt ; our Eleltion, Redemption, Converſion, all is from 
ſpecial Diſcrimiunating, diſtinguiſhing Grace ; we have not the leaſt 
thing to Glory in, as i{ we had made onr ſelves to differ from thoſe 
that Periſh. But we muſt wonder here, and to all Eternity in Hea- 
ven, that we ſhould find Grase in the ſight of the Lord, In hate 
aling the point, 1 have exmeavoured the avoiding all Rhetoricaſ 
Flouriſhes 4s #0 way Condecent zo a Truth ſo weighty and mifte- © 
rious init ſelf, and in this it is maſticated ans prepared for the 
more unintelligible Reader. | 

The Author hopes, t!hofc many Refletions caſt upon bim ( which | 
were exhal”d out of the Bog of Ignorance and Malice) will not pre- | 
Judice thoſe to whom he is known ;, againſs the Truths treated upow | 
in the following T rad, becauſe Publiſhed by him, and alſo that his 
real weakneſſes, which he humbly acknowledges to have been not 4 fe 
Will no ways Impede the chearful Embracing of, and cloſing in Lick 
the Sonl-Refreſhing Truths laid down in the following Diſcourſe. 
He is ſenſible it has been his Lot to have his Ations viewed,with the | 
Green Spettacles of prejudice, and you know through a Greew Glaſs 
every thing appears Green ;, and he alſs knows it is the Eaſieſt thing | 
of a Thonſand, for a malicious mind to ſole the Glory of the | 
braveſt and. moſe beautiful ditions, with ill and wrong Interpret e- | 
tions; Aud it were well if both Miniſters and Peaple would Learn, | 
more tenderly to handle the Reputation of ome another, it being like | 
a white Ball, which ſully*s by being toft from haxd to hand, profeſſors | 
themſelves being ( in this caſe) too well acquainted with Addition | 
and Multiplication ; And where is that Mar which does not ſomes 
times ſuch Aitions as he would not have diſcretion ſcan. Ins | 
gegrity it ſelf would not be aw'd by a blabbing ſpy ; It is therefore | 
fo be wiſht, that Men in all their Commerce would make appeals to | 
their own Conſciences, would I have this meaſure meeted out to my | 
own Soul. And Oh! That Men would abhor ſpeaking that of as | 
nather, which they would not have another ſpeak of them; or Con- | 

deme | 


U 


l aAdemn that in any one, which we would not bit have pardoned in our 
ſelves ; And Oh" know, if that Man or Women you defame be a 
it Child of God, you wiift expect to pay dearly for it. 'What [azs God 
| 70 Aaron ad Miriam (Saints.)' Were you not afraid ta ſpeak a- 
; 12.5,02inſt my Servant Moſes, ſeeing they were not, Miriam ſuffers 
i ſorely for it ? Ver. 9.10. And ſo ſhall thoſe, who upox the Malt- 
lj czons Inftigation of a Viperine Brood, or their own baſe Hearts 
i deride, Reproach, or iſgrace any of the Members' of Chrift: For 
lt aoſt dangerons it is to Rake in thoſe ſores, which the Blood of Chriſt 
hath healed, The Anthor would not bave dwelt ſo lone upon what 
l, zs ſo diſgreſſive, from the matter contained in the ſubſequent Trad, 
i hadhe not been ſorely pounded in the morter of Reproach ; In which 
State he (through Grace) being free from that Gun-Powadty Spirit, 
which every little ſpark blows up, has preſſed after, having a heart 
fraught full of Holy Magnanimity and Heavenly Greatneſs, which 
walks fo high as to (light and diſregard the Frowns of Honoured 
Inſolency, end to Trample upon the Scorns and Taunts of Duughill 
Malice, ftill _— 0n his way of admiring Free Grace, and Re- 
thing upon it.' to conclude, the Sermons you are preſented with, 
1 might have been more Polite and Accurate, had the Author deſtzn- 
|. ed the Accumulating azy praiſe to himſelf, which he being no ways 
Li! Ambitions of, offers them to you as they are, begging that for you, 
ft (which he often does for himſel/”) even that your Souls may, be ga- 
| Thered to that People who have a Principle and Heart given themof 
115-God ; t0. ſay fo Eternity, - Not unto us O Lerd, not unto us, but 
unto thy Name be all the Praiſe of the hopes of our Salyation. 


: 


- , Conde he _—_ 
2 627 2 we, 1 BAR Lens} . - 


” 
£ 


to 
- 24 \o 
bh, :, 

s 


2 
S 
S 
ay” 4 


Salvation laid on its Right Foundation. 


SERMON LI 


EPH. IL. $, 


Fer by Grice are je ſaved though faith, and that not of | 
your ſelves, it-is the gijt of God. | 


forth in Magnitying the Riches of Got's Free Grace, 

in all his Epittles, fo was he in a Superlative manner in 

this to the Epheſians, which 10 general may be called (ty - } 

the Apoſtle*'s own DireCtion) his Kyowleage in the Myſtery of | 
Chriſt, Chap. 3 . Ver. 4. ::i-; | i ; 
In the Two Firſt Chapters, he diſcourſes of Eledioz, the foun- 
dation of every Believers happineſs ; ſhewing - the freene/* of 
God's grace, 1n ſaving his people by Chrift, Gentiles as weil as 

ews. | 7 

, In the Third Chapter, he recapitulates or repeats his Do- 
ctrine to the Church of Epheſns, begging, that they may have { 
the ſenſe, uſe, and comfort of ir, in thoie troubleſom times, into | 


which the Churches were ſoon cart. | 
| B In 


| d S this Great and Bleſſed Apoſtle was Eminently carried 
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10 Salvation laid on its Right Foundation. 


Inthe Three laſt Chapters, he exhorts them to all holy Du- 
ties, as beſt iuicing with that holy Doctrine he had delivered ; 
and if in thee Ciurch-reading Times, this bleſſed Apoſtle were 
conſulted withal,as ſuch a famous Oracle deſerves, we {ſhould be 
more free froin that Soul deſtroying Errour of Armizianiſm on 
the one hand, and from that Spirit of Prophaneneſs, which turns 
the zrace of God into Wantonneſs on the other hand. 

In this Chapter of. the Text, the Apoſtle ſhews, firſt, what 


72, Weare by nature, /cil. dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. Secondly, 


. What we are by grace, that 1s, ſeved as Firebrands, pluck*s out 
of the burning, ſnatch*d or aclivered ont of a State of Nature, and 
placed or ſet over inio the Kingdom of Grace. Thirdly, Here 1s 
what Grace makes, viz. fruitful in good Works. By Grace are 
ye ſaved through Faith, and that not of your ſelves, it ts the gy ft of 
God The Apoſtle having inthe aforegoing Verſes, ſhewed the 


Al _ Epheſians, now quickned in Chriſt, what they were by nature, 


and giving every oneof them to underitand withal, that God 
did only thus, for the manifeſtation of the glory of his rich grace; 
ſuppoſing, that they would thus conclude, if God hath done all 
for us out of our ſelves in Chriſt, it there is nothing but his rich 
grace that may glory, then it ſeems al! our Salvation is of grace. 
This concluſion the Apoſtle readily grants, and lays down this 
Aroſtol:cal Doctrine more at large, fo as he pulls down every 
thing which would advance it ſelf againſt this great truth of 
God ; and this he does, by laying dowa the true cauſes of our 
Salvation, poſirively in this 8th verſe, By Grace are y2 ſaved, 

Secondly, By rejecting in the Verſe following, the falſe ſup- 
poſed Cauſes, negatively, not of Works, we ſhall give you the 
Explication of the Words, and ſo come to a Doctrinal Obſerva- 
tion. By Grace are ye ſaved. 

Grace is put ſometimes for the Favour of God, ſometimes for 
the Effect of God's Favour in us, when the Apoſtle ſays, No# 
T, but the grace cf God in me. Here it isto be underſtood of the 
rich gracein God out of us, which only ſtands in love, good- 
wil}, and kindnefs in Chriſt;and Works,and the new Creature, 
which is the life of Grace, are afterwards executed. ou the 

ayour 
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fayour of God is Two-fold ; Firf, a_ more common and 
inferiour Grace: Secondly, a more {ul rich Grace, not 
Grace derived from the Law, but Rich Goſpel Grace, in whiclz 
the New Teſtament, with all the Benciits of it, have their 
Foundation. Ve are Saved: there is a double $2lvation 
for Man: God is the Saviour of all Hs Saves, Man and 
Beaſt, but He is in an eſpectal manner, the Saviour of then 
that Believe. Now this Salvation 1s to be confidered two 
Ways, either as begun, or compleat, Now He ſpeaks roundly 
and fully of our Salvation, trom beginning to' the ending, 
as the Context clears againſt all Exception. By Grace are ye 
Saved, through Faith. Faith 1s con{Þdererl two Ways, the 
one abſolutely in it ſelf as a Virtue, and a Radical Virtue, 
the other in Relation to Chriff, Thus we are ke:e to under- 
ſtand it, Faith on Chriſt, Chri#t now believed on, and Faith 
which is through Him, are equipolent, of equal Force, taken 
both as one, Faith thireiore notes Chrift applied in us by 
Belief;theſe two you maylee ranked underGrace,as which can 
only ſtand with it, Roz.3.24. we are Juſtified freely, by His 
Grace. The Apoſtle comes to prevent the Corruption of 
Man thus ſurmiſing thar if we are to be Saved by Faith, ther 
ſomerhing is to be given to us; why? becauſe we, of our 
own free will Believed no; tho of F#a7zh, yet you can't chal- 
lenge any thing, becauſe it is not from any firerg:h in you, 
by which you Believed, but the Lord, He beſtowed his unon 
you, He drawed you, or you could never have Believed, and 
therefore the Apoſtle adds, 7: « the Gift of God. Whatſoever 
we can do, it is not to be truſted upon, nor rejoyced in, be- 
caule it is of God; and this is your bounden Duty, as being 
Created to this very purpoſe. That which we are not of our 
felves, we muſt not boaſt our ſelves, as deſrruing the ſame, but 
our Salvation is not of our ſelves,it isof God. Whatſoever you 
are,you are it of God, FiisGrace makes you ro differ, and there- 
fore we have no Cauſe or Matter to truſt upon, or rejoyce in, 
not of your ſelves, not by reaſon of any deſert of Graces in 


us, or good Works that come from us, as is Confirmed in 
B 2 "T9 the 
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er. 9. the Verſe following. So then what we may colle& and ga- 
ther by way of Do&rine or Obſervation, is this, 

Do&. 7 hat the Free Grace of God, or God's Free Favenr, is 
the Ground of our Szluation; and the Reaſons why God will 
Save his by meer Free Grace, and und:ſerved Favour, are theſe. 
| Firſt, That in the Ages to come He might ſhew the ex- 
Ree. 1. cecding Riches of His Grace, in His Kindnels towards us, 
throush Chriſt Jeſus ; and that this 1s rhe very Reaſoa the 
Apcſtie himſelf produces, to Confirm the Doftrine of $al- 
vation by Grace, clcarly appears, by comparing the f#/rh 
Verfe with the Seventh, God Saves His by meer Free Grace, 
and undeſerved Favour, becauſe He will make way for the 
Manifeſtation of the execeaing Riches of his Grace to after Ge- 
nerations, Which Grace would have lain hid, and never 
have been admired and efteemed. if we were to be Saved ei- 
ther in whole, or in part; by our own Performances: if the 
Saints (as a Holy Man of God was wont to ſay ) were ot 
Saved by Free Grace, by meer G;.ire, and nothing elſe, they 
would make but poor Muſics in Heaven, for they would be rea« 
ay to alcribe the Praiſe dre to the Riches of God's Grace, to 
their own good Weris, and look upon their Perfermances, as 
theirSavionrs; they would look upon what they have done, as 
the procaring Cauſe that brought them zh:rher ; and then 
you may caſily imagine, .thetr would be but cold Singing 
before the Throne of God, but little ſetting forth ot the 
Riches of {+15 Grace,, to lay, Salvation upon any other Zafes, 
beſides the Free Gr ace .and Favour of God would be to iru- 
{rate the principal end of Man's Salvation, namely, the 
Glory of God's Grace, which Attribute of all the reſt, he will 
nor have Eclipſed, nor Intrenched upon, *tis ſo Divinely 
Sacred, as not to admit the leaſt Humane touch, for which 
very Cau'e the Lord hath ſo contrived that bletfed Defign 
of tis Glory, 7 ha: all boaſting is ſhut out, and no FI:ſh ſuſffer- 
ed to Glory in his Preſence. But if any thing in the Creature 
bor 1» be intitnled to the Cauſalty of Salvation, Fleſh will glory, 
| and inſtead of excluding Man's boaſting, Grace it felt will 
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Salvation laid on its Right Foundation. 15 


be excluded, which is far from a Glorifying of it,as is plain 
from Rom. 11. 6, 

So that this is one Reaſon why God will Save His by Fyee 
Grace, and wndeſerved Favour, becauſe He will make way 
for the Manifeſtation of the Riches of his Grace, to after 
Generations, that hey may be Admirers of it, and rely upon 
It. | 

Seconaly, A Second Reaſon why God will Save -His by 
meer Free Grace and nndeſerved Favour is, becauſe He will at» 
terly Excluue Works, Grace and Works being Inconſiſtent 
in the Cauſe of Salvation ; the Scripture is very wary and 
cautelous of admitting any thing as a Co-Partner with 
Grace in this Mattcr. the deliga of which 1s to take us off 
from Leaning on the Graces in us, or goed Works that come 
from us; and that God takes this way in Saving His People, 
is very clear and evident, from that Weighry and Soul-Re- 
freſhing Scripture, 2 7m. 1. 9. Who kath Saved and Called 
&s, with an Hoty Calling, nt according to our Works, but ac- 
cordizg to his Purpoſe and Grate, which was given ns in Criſt 
Teſus, before the World began, Whence it doth unceniably 
2ppear, Thac it is.not from any thing 1n us, but God's Fa- 
vour, which dath work all for us. Now that this may 
ſhine the clearer, let us confi.ier the difference between the 
Covenant of the Law, aad of the Goſpel, For the Firit, rhere 
was the Grace of God in this, that He would ftdop ſo low, 
as to Contratt a Covenant with Man, of Righreouſnets and. 
Life; when a'l that Man cou'd do, were Offices due for 
that which he had already recerved in hs Creation, Far hit, 
this Covenant was not ſtricken, or made up, ina Mectator. 
Secondly, this Covenaat was not to be perrormed for any 
other, but for the Righteouſneſs v hictr ſhould have heen 
found in our ſelves. Thirdly, we ſhould in this Covenant : 
have procured the Bleſſings of God unto onr felves ; fo that 
though there was. Grace 1n a large Senſe, that Gd wild 
enter into” Covenant, when He was not 57! yet 1 
conſider, that in the G//zs zzherent 1n us by Crexaizon, 1 475 
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14 Salvation laid on its Right Foundation. 
founded, that for 07 Righteouſneſs and Works we ſhould have 
had the things couenarted applied; that we {bould then have 
procured theſe things. Here 1s Grace, that God entered into Cc. 
venant, but it is not Rich, Free Grace, becauſe Man, if He 
had ſtood, mrght have challenged his Juſtification and Life, as 
a Debt due for his periormances, not as a meer gift from Grace. 
But now the Lord does all of Grace. 

For, Firſt, The Foundation of our Righteouſneſs and Life, he 
hath made out of us 1n his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

Secondly, The Lord, for his Chrift apprehended by us, per- 
forms all things, not for any thing in us, but for his Chriſt, He 
does not make #s procurers of thoſe things, but, in Chriſt, does 
him{lf prepare them for ns, that our Rejoycing might be in 
him, In this there is Grace, yea and Rich Goſpel Grace, that 
God coth covenant in tne Mediator, that He beftows his Pre. 
cions Son upon us, and reveals him to us, and ves for him, 
make us partakers of Righteouſneſs and Life. Here 1s Grace, 
othergates Grace than that under the Law ; for thatrequired 
inherent Re: hteonſneſ+, as chat which alone could Juſtify us. 
This Rich Grace *'e/ag1ans, Arminians, Free-willers, $C. are 
ſtrangers too; they are unacquainted with the Grace of the 
New Covenant ; tor this is not that Rich Grace, becauſe 
Gcd having pardoned our Sins, does give us the 
graces ot 15 Spirit, that we might be Righteous, and 
Live ; for it this were all, thar we are ſaved; And 
Firſt, of Grace, b«<cau'e God undelervedly hath given thoſe 
Graces which makes us Righteous and deſerve Salvation : 
Then Adam thus ſtanding might be ſaved by Grace, becauſe 

thoſe defervings were given him of the Grace of God ; So 
| that the point 1s very clear, that- God in the Riches of his 
2.13, Free Grace and Favour doth juſtify us. The Grace of God 
brin:ing Salvation unto all Men, hath appeared : So that the 
meer Grice of God, not excited by any works but working 
of its own accord, hith the whole ſtroke in the matter of 
our ſalvation, and this is what was well known in the 


time oi the Old Teſtament, The Lord having declared "— 
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Sabuation laid on itr Right Foundation. 15 
ſelf a Grd, Gracious to whom he would be Gracions, and God Exod. 33: 
will thus ſave his (in a way of exeluding works ) becauſe his * 
Glory is moſt dear unto Him: He has ſaid, He will not give it Wa 4%. 8. 
to another. God will have no Co-partner with him in the work 
of ſalvation, he hares and abhors that Arrogance and Impus» 
dence in Man, in going about to Intru:ls ſomething of his 
or, fo be ſhirers with him in that Great work ; and there- 
fore God dorh fo fave us, to the barring and ſhuting out of 
Works, and ſo work in the. buſineſs of our Salvation, that Man 
may have no matter of rejoycing out of God, Who doth all 
this work in himſelf out of man, that whoſo rejoyceth might re- 
Joyce in the Lord, according to that of the Apoſtle, He that | 
Glorieth, let him Glory in the Lord. Notwithſtanding, all! Cor, 1. -| 
which we readily joyn with, and bow before the Avoftles *> | 
aſſertion, That they which believe, ought to maintain good 
works, Grace does not exclude works in the way of ſalvation, 
only when they are brought in as Co partners, or joynt 
cauſers thereof, and 1n this caſe they are to be wholly ex- 
cluded. Grace being the true and only cauſe of our ſalvati- 
on, and works (if right and trulv g90d) will always be ready | 
to own their Original, and to keep in their own place, where. q 


alſo they will appear moſt. amiable and be moſt ſervice- - | 
able. [| 
But Thirdly, a third Reaſoz, why God will ſave his by 43%. | 
weer Free Grace and undeſerved favour, why Free Grace is the | 
ground of their ſalvation, Is, becauſe it could not coaſiſt 
with the wiſdom and goodaeſs of G91. r5 found the {alvaci- 
on of his People on a failable bottom, which i- muit bz ſaid 
to be if dependent on any thing be'i1-5 his unchang=able 
Grace and Love, for whatever it .w 45 : hat ſalvatio 1 had he. 
ing from, by that alſo it muſt. be maincained. Witt then 
would have become of it, if built on thac Goodneſs ; #5 54 | 
#5 as theMorning Cloud and early dew? G4 therefore built on 855 5. 4Þ 
a-firmer Foundation, (Y:z. Hes own Fre: G-4e: foreſuerns tit 
Creatures Goodneſs, even whilit in a State of Pertection, | þ 
t4 
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16 Salvation laid on its Right Foundation. 
to be too fickle and flight a thing, to build fo great a work 
upon. 
Fourthly, a Fourth Reaſon, Why Free Grace is the ground 
of our ſalvation, or why God will ſave his by meer grace and un- 
deſerved favour, 1s, becauſe ſuch is the Nature and Subſtance 
of the Covenant of Grace, to give freely without being 
moved from any thing in Man, All that God does for thoſe 
he will fave, is for his Names ſake, which Name is record- 
ed in Exc4. 34.5, and 6, The Lord God, gractous and merciful. 
To be graciozs 1s to do well to one that delerves1ll ; and it o- 
therwiſe, it wou'd be but alter the Covenant of Works, or fir/F 
Covenant; which yet was not faulty, or defective in it ſelf ; for 
it gave a Sufficiency to obtain the Bexefits propoſed by it ; 
which if they tad uſed and improved as they might, there 
would not have needed a Second ; but the Lord forecknowing 
the Creatures Mutability, ard conſequently what need there 
would be of aoth:r Kyznd of Power and Grace than thit Adam 
wats Created with ; did therefore reſolve of a *econd, which in 
Scripture is called, 1 he hve of Eternal Life; which God, that 
cannot Ly:, promiſed b:fore the World bezan, It is ſtyled, The 
Covenant of Grace, not only as deſigning the Glory of his 
Grace, in the ſavings of Mer,hut 1s giving freely, and of Meer 
Grace 2nd Favour, whatever mult bring abou: that ſalvation; 
ſor where elſe can lie the drfference between the Two Cove- 
zaats? Tt cannot be 1n reſpeCt of the Duties injoyned by 
either (for Faith and Repentence are much more above the 
Compals of Natural Power, than to forbear the Forbiddez 
Trec) but the differ. nce lies in this, that zhe New Covenant 
conſiſts of better Promiſes, &And this Excellency lies in the 
irce and abſolute Eng :1gement of God h:m/clf to izveſt his co- 
Venantea onts with all things conduciug to the Bleſſe dneſs beid 
forth ;, That is, to give to thim, and work in them, whates« 
ver he ia th's Covenant requires of them, The Law ſhews us 
our Duty, bur does not give ſtrength to yerform 1t. The 
Covenant of Grace does both, by writing zhe Law in the 
Hearr, The Covenanr of Grace runs not upon _— 
nal, 


Salvation laid on its Right Foundation. 
nal, or failable Terms (1 wil [if] ye wii) but Abſolute and 
Sovereign, 1mw1ll and ye fball, And further, this Covenant 
Gives ſalvation, not npon your Ingenious complyance with 
what'it preſcribes, or better Improvement of what you have in 
Communion with others. Such claims and pretenſions the Lord 
diſallows and often cautions againſt, but of Grace, that all our 
Hope might be in Godand the Riches of his Grace; This being 
the nature and Subſtance of the Covenant of Graee, is a ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon, Why God will [ave his by meer Free Grace and 
Undeſerved favour, | 

The uſes of the point are ſeveral. Firſt, /t zs ſo that we 
are ſaved by meer Free Grace and nndeſerved favour, Then 
this Confutes the Error of Arminians, Free Willers, &c. In 
holding a Concurrence of our works. Whereas it is evi- 
dent, 1 hat if” our Faſt ification be of Grace, then there can be 
m0 room for any Inherent Holineſs, or works of ours, to make 
#p or Concur with it. For the Apoſtle makes a flat Oppoſiti- 
on between Grac: and Works ; otherwite Grace were »6 Grace: 
they are ſo oppofire; that like Fire and Water, they expel 


each other, and as one ſays, Grace is no more to be Accounted © 


Grace, unleſs it be every way moſt Free, By Grace, is meant, 
1 he free faveur of God, who is not moved by any thing 
without himſelf: But what he does, he does freely, without 
reſpeCt to Mens deſert :: Nay, their undeſert rather is an 
expedient conſideration m.this Act of Grace. By Works we 
are to underſtand, AU that ſelf Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, or 
whatever elſe is performable by Men there, Viz Grace and 
Works he proves as Inconliſtent as Contraries can be : Grace 


is reckoned not of Grace but of Debs ': The ſetting up of the 
one, is the: depoſing of the other ;*tt's dangerous daubing 
with things -unmixable, and thus are Grace and Works in 
no wiſe to be mingled. If you take in any part (tho never 
{o little) of your own performances as neceſſary to that be- 
ing juſtified, you-forfeit the whole benefit -of Goſpel Grace. 
By Grate are ye ſaved, is the Mats of the Text, _ in 

x 0. 


andWorks have always claſbed. To him that worketh the reward, rom, 4 4 
| 


Rom. x Is 
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1.18 Salvation: laid.on its Right Foundation. 
Rom. 3. 24. It is ſaid, We are juitified freely by his Grace, 
which word freely is very Emphatical, and is eſpecially ta- 
ken up-in three Caſes. | 

Firſt, When a Man does a thing without hope of the leaſt 

rofit. 
: Secondly, When a Man does a thing raſhly or inconſide- 
rately, bur this ſenſe is not proper here. 

Thirdlz, When a Man doth a thing undeſervedly, nothing 
moving him chereunto, but much, which might lead him to 
the contrary, and thus, it is here to be underſtood, For when 
there was nothing in us, which might procureit. Nay, much, 
which might Exaſperate the Lordagainſt us, even then he 
i zek. 16. 6.laved us ireely of his Grace. When we were in our Blood, 
: then he ſaid, Live, and eves then reſolved to make us Eternally 
happy, and that againfÞs the Natural beut of onr own will. 
| leaving us to admire, that his Love ſhould be fixed on ſuch 
{ as we. Crying out, What are we, and what is our Fathers 
* Fw >. 18. Houſe, that God ſhould bring us hitherto ? And how 1s it, 
. That thou haſt manifeſted thy ſelf to us, and not unto the 
{bn 14. 22. Vopr ld, | 
l Secondly, By way of Conſolation. Is it ſo, that we are 
Ji ſaved by meer Free Grace and undeſerved Favour ? Then this 
affords matter of great Comfort and Conſolation to true Be- 
lievers ; for if our Salvayion be of xwcer Grace, and depends 
not on any Worth or Holineſs in us, why ſhould wefear ? In- 
deed, if we were to be ſaved by what we have done, then we 
might be in daily deſpair, and indeed utterly deſpair. Alas! 
\ what are we unclean Wrerehes, that we ſhould be of any worth 
IHhb 25. 5,6. 13 Goa's fight, before whom the Stars are unclean? Yea, the 
{12 Stars are unclean in his feht ; How much leſs Man, that is 
a Worm, and the Son of Man, which isa Worm? Alas! 
I what are the beſt Performances of [ch poor Creatures, when 
A” '” itis ſaid, The Heavens ave not clean in his fioht ? Nay, He 
> iÞ. 4.3%. charges his Angels with Folly; How much more Abominable 
| and Filthy 1s Man, wh:ch drinketh up Iniquity like water ; as 
at the 16rhbof the 15!/hof Job, Oh! what is our m4 
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but as « Menſtruons Clout ; and our Righteouſneſs, not Righte- 
0uſneſs in this or that AF, but our Righteouſneſies, all of them, 
and the beſt of them are but as ſiulthy Rags. _ 
But now, /eerng it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that © | 
x#nneth, but in God that ſhewerth, we may boldly accept, and 7 
confidently truſt in this Free Grece of God. Weare to bear our gga, », vs 
ſelves upon it, altho as of owur ſelves we are unworthy of it : For | 
why ſhould we put away this Rich Grace held forth and offered 
to ws? Why ſhould we not chearfully embrace it, and re- 
joyce 1n it, eſpecially ſince it hath appeared unto all,and God, 
without reſpec# of Perſons, makes tender of it to the poor, baſe, 
deſpiſe ones of the World, as well as to the Rich, Mighty and 
Noble. 
And let it be obſerved, That it is not 4 &r#e Humility, but 
4 ſottiſh Pride, to put away, and Judge our ſelves #xworthy 
of this ſaluation, whereof it hath pleaſed Goa, in the Riches of 
his Grace, to eſteem us worthy ; therefore let it be your work 
to Rely upon, and Rejoyce in this Grace and Favosr, againſt 
all the Suggeſtions of Satan and your own Heart, touching 
your Weakneſs and Unworthineſ:; and let not theſe ore whelm | 
you, but rather plead them as the occaficns, by which Grace 1 
will be manifeſted, and ſhew it ſelf to be what it is. Thus # 
did Paul, who when ſpeaking of Chri/t”s dying for fonners, lays, 2 Tim, r.1; 
of whom I am chief. Thus Davia, in begging the pardon of | 
his ſins, ſays, for they are great. Thus the Prodigal, I have Pal. 251 
ſinned againſt Heaven, and befere thee. Here is nomention of *'* '* © 
any Worthineſs,or Towardlineſs in them above others. No,there 
is none of this Stuff in any of their Pleas ; they quit all that 
to rely on Free Grace, and meer Mercy; they Knew, that to 
look for Salvation from 4azy thing v this fide, that would be 
to forſuke a Living Fountain, and reſt on a Ciſtern, a brokew Ci- 
fern; and feeding themſelves with Dreams and Fencies, which 
when they awoke, would leave them hardly beſtead and 
hungry; and therefore would by no means fit down under the 
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 Vſe3. Thirdly, Is it ſo thao we are ſaved by Free Grace,and 
#ndeſerved Favour ? ' Then, by way of. Exhort ation, be ſtir- 
red up to Two Things : 4 OSA = 
"Firſt, To be Adrrersof it. And, © | 
Secondly, Erdeavonr a walking ſuitable to it. Ng 
And Firlt, 1s :t ſo that we are ſaved by meer Grace? Then 
magnifiz and adore the Matchlefs Love of God in the diſco- 
very of his rich Grace to any'of your Souls. ' It is rich mercy 
that GoJd would nor beitruſt us with ſalvatton'in'our own: 
keeping, but has laid it on the ſure Foundation of his own 
Grace, but the mercy is heightned, and ſo might our Praiſe 
in that, God has nor only done thus for us, but alſo revealed it 
rous. Oh! The heighrh) and depth of this Love, that what 
has been hid from Apes, and is at this day hid-from Millions 
of Souls, ſhould be revealed to ſuch warthleſs Creatures, 
that othe: s ſhould be left groping in their Natural Darkneſs, 
ſeeking for help and find none 5 And that God ſhould make 
our way (o clear, is a mercy we can never admire enough : 
Alas! Had we a Thouſand Hearts, and every heart cut into 
Ten Thouſand Peices, and every peice capable of Admiring 
and Adoring this Love, it were all too little. But then, 
Second'y, As we muſt be adorers of it, ſo we mult endea- 
vour a walking ſuitable to' 1, where we Read, Thar the 
Graceof God bringing ſalvation, hath appeared unto all Meg ; 
We ſee what Leſſon it teaches, That denying Vnzodlineſs and 
' worldly L»ſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteonfly and Godly in 
this preſent World. Beware of turning the Grace of God into 
wantonneſs, when Miniſters Preached up the Riches of Gods 
Grace, don't think it is 10 boiſter you in your Sins, but that: 
by a Senſe of the Riches of Gods Grace, your hearts might 
be drawn out, to walk worthy of it unto all pleaſing, as the 
Apoſtle exyrelſes it. If zt have not this effef?, then hear your 
dreadful Doom, that thou art yet inthe Gall of bitterneſs and 
bond of Iniquity, And have (as the Apoſtle told Simon Mz 
23- gus)Neitheri.08 nor part in this matter. Tho ſalvation is made 
fare to ns by Grace, Yet leli-denial and duely walking, is 
what 
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whit vyenioft els aftdt? ds th$ihatter' of our Trdfaythche 
_ in this Eife, aqd\as that which clears up our further hopes of 


falvatjon by Grice in afrottter, NT DER 
* Ard altho we are ſ{avetl/by Grace, \yet Yer us not fin that 
Grace may abound. 'Let us take heed cf that, for that would 
be a horridiconcſufion. To take encuuragement to ſinfrom the 
Freeneſs of Gogds'Grace,. would be a ha'e requital. Salvation 
by Gr2ce,requrres another Gueſs kind of requital, than this; 
4' requital of 'the higheſt Love, Graritude and Obedience, 
that can be manifcſted,' Any Ingenious' Spirit muſt needs 
confeſs, that it is tiighly baſe and 1ngratre to requite Evil for 
Good, fecing we are ſaved by rich free Graee, and meer Mers - 
7 066 the Apoſtles Exhortatigi to the Rowaps prevail with gg, | 
you'; 1 beſeech you therefore, Brethrex, by the' Mercies of God, | 
that you preſent your bydies a Living Sacrifice, holy, accept= 
able unto Goa, which is your Reaſonable S-rvice. Oh! be in- 
treated by that m2atchle(s mercy of Free Grace, that you don't 
trample upon God's Love ; but ſecing we have ſuch Promis - 
ſes of Life and Salvation by Grace, be Honouring of it, in a- 
walking ſuitableto it. Oh, who would Abuſe Love, by ta-- 
king Liberty from the Freeneſs of G24's Grace to fin | Whoa- 
mong you is not ready to blame J#4: for betraying ſo good a - 
Maſter? And who would not abhor the Conſpiracy of ſuch 
Subject, whoſe Life his Prince hath ſpared of meer Grace? - 
The Prophet Ezra argues thus with the People, after their +,,a} 
Deliverance our of Bondage ; Sreing- that our God hath pu 
iſhed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve, ſhould we again break 
thy Commandments? Let us Reaſon thus with our own Souls, . 
ſceing God, in the Riches of his Grace, is inclined to ſave ſuch 
a. worthleſs Creature as I am, and to bring me to the Glory 
and Dignity of Saintsand Angels, ſhall I go on to fin againſt 
ſuch Endearing Love as this? Some \fays an Holy Man of 
God) pleaſe themſelves with a ſtrange kind of Dottrine, ſuch as © 
never eatred into the mind of God, 7 hat ſeeing they are ſaved by : 
| Grace, , 
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Salvation laid on its Right Foundation. 
Grace, they may live as they liſt, in Rebellion to God and Godli- 


eſs, following Iuiquity with greedineſs, and yet go to Heavez. 
Certainly had God opened ſuch a Gap to Wickedneſs, He 


could neycr have juſtly complained of the Deluge of Impiety 


that overflows the World, Farbe it from the Holy God, whoſe 
Purity abhors Impiety, to allow ſuch Licentiouſneſs. No, no, 
God*s Aim in the Large Diſcovcries of his Grace, is to make 
you and I, andevery Soul in Love with it, and to fall down in 
higheſt Adyration beforeit ; For when the Soul is truly made 


ſenſible of the Free Grace of God i» Chriſt, it makes that Soul 


cry out in-Joſ/eph's Language, Ger. 39 9. Oh, how ſhall this 
Soul, thus ſaved by Grace, dare to finagainſt the God of alt - 
Grace! Oh that this might be the continual Frame of our 
Souls, that the God of Grace may have.no Caule tocomplain of 
us, as of 1/reel, Dent. 32. 6. Do ye thus. requite the Lord, O 
Fooliſh People and unwiſe ? 
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For by Grace are ye ſaved though faith, and that not 
of your ſelves, it is the gift of God. 


 FAving finiſhed the former part of the Text, wherein 
H we have proved:the Doctrine of Salvation by Grace, 
we come toſce the way God takes in conveyiag this: 
Salvation down to us (through Faith) By Grace are 

ye ſaved through Faith, That is, as1I told you in the Explica- 
tion of the words by Chriſt, believed on, or Faith on Chriſt; 
for you mult always take it with the objet, we are not to 
place Righteouſneſs in our AQ of believing, tor by our bee 
lieving, we add nothing to our juſtifying Righteouſneſs, but 
do only apply it as wholly derived from Chriſt alone, John 


$- 
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5.12, He that hath the Son hath Life, We are not to take up 
our Standing partly in the ACt of Faith, and partly in the Ob- 
je& of faith, making u> (asa Holy Manjnow with theLord, 
waswonttofay;'a Rizhreoninefsparely-from our ſelves and: 
partly from Chrift; --But-we are-by--Fa#4 ro-go- out of our | 
ſelves untoChriſt, for our whole, ſole and Juſtifying Righteonſ- 
xe/s. The Scripture does not aſcribe our Juſtification to the 
Ae, but wholly to the Objett of Faith ; not to onr believing, 
but to Chriſt believed, &c, 1 © © | 

Now F#4a:th being thus taken, with zhe Objet?, we may 
hence note, by way of Doctrine, or Obſervation, 


That the Free Grace of God, and Faith, may fland to- 
gether. - - 


They don't one take away the other. Fazth hath been al- 
ways Requiſice, as the the Inſtrument, to apprehend and take 
Chriſt our RighteonſnoJs, that 10 we might 1n God's fight be 
i Juftified. This "as the Apoſtle tells us) the Script ure plainly 

22. bolds forth. The Scripture hath concluded all under fin, chat 
| thePromiſe by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, might be given to them that 
believe. Andit is ſaid, God [o lowed the World, that he hath 
given his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him, 
: ſhould have Everlaſting Life. Where we ſee Faith to be 
F'** brought in as the Inflrumenr, without which, neither the, Pro. 
Jl miſe cxi1 be appropriated, nor Salvation attained. When zhe 
Taylor cryed, Sirs ! whet muſt 1 do to be ſaved? You hear 
| 


. 


| . What Anſwer is given to theQueſtion, Believe 87 the Lord Je- 
i -,/# Chriſt. And therefore, as the Righreonſneſs of Chriſt hath 
Ht been beſtowed upon Met, fo it 15true,7That Faith hath been all 
HY along appornted as the' Receiver thereof. © Faith, as one well 
tes, 15our Modus Habenas ; it is the Way and Means by 
7 which we come to have God and Chriſt, and an Intereſt in 
þ& Salvation by Grace. We cennot have, the Sox but by Faith, 
| norke inChr:f but by believing. © Lig . 
I: To at 
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but here ſome may object (what] have already faid) namely, 
That the grace of God cannot ſtand with any thing in man, how 
then may ſuch ſay, cau it ftand with taith ? T anſwer, It is 
true, that the grace of God does not brook any thing inhe- 
rent in man, and of man, and yet notwithſtanding imniy well 
agree with faith, tor faith is not 07 man, no not 1h man by 
nature ; for ſays the Apoſtle, a men have not faith, but it 2 Thel, 3. #4 
is only in Renewed Men and Women, and in them as a gitt- | 
of meer grace. 

24ly. Faith does not juſtifie as it is an inherent quality in' | 
as, but as it apprehends Chr!/#t Jeſus the Redeemer, who is x Cor. 3. 3% 
made of God to us, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Purity: | 
God does not juſtitie us becauſe of any antecedent aQ of 
Faith we have lying by us, and which we could: produce as 
a price ( as it were ) anda meritorious means of our Juſti- 
fication : God juſtifies us by working Faith in us, and there- 
fore the Apoſtle ſays, it zs of faith, that it might be of gow, 4. 16.) 
grace ; thus you fee that Paith 1s not at all prejudicial to the | 
free grace of God : And this isnot the only Reaſon, becauſe 
that faith is given of grace, for then all the gifts of the Holy | 
Ghoſt might come likewiſe into the Article of Juſtification. 

For, 3aly. Faith receives only, and ſhews to God, that 
righteouſneſs of Chrift which God hath given, ond only for | 
that thing received, and not for the receiving that it ſeeks | 
to be juſtified. Oh that theſe great Truths ( which are the | 
fundamental Points in our Religion }) were more advanced 7 
by Miniſters, and admired by Hearers. 

4thly. Faith receiving Chriſt, ſtands with the free grace 
of God, becauſe it is of Grace that the believine ſoul, lays 
ing hold on Chriſt, is juſtified ; for the Law knows not this | 
Righteouſneſs, but bids us bring one of our own ; it is 
therefore of the Lords grace that we have faith to-lay hold 
on the Rightcouſneſs of bis Son :- ſo. that it is clear that the 
free grace of God and faith may ſtand together ; hence by 
way of Ulfe ir is ſo, that free grace and faith may ſtand tos 
gether, and that faith is (tho => our righteouſneſs ) ar of 
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ſingular uſe and excellency, in that it apprehenas the righteouſ- 
. ues of Chriſt, and for that righteouſmeſs ſeeks ta be.juſtified ; 


Oh then magnifie and adore the free grace of God for this 
gift; if ithad not been for faith, Chrift and our ſouls would 


have never met, we had never taſted any preciouſnels in 


him, nor have been led out in deſires after him. : - Oh tt ere- 
fore be bowing your ſelves before the-Lord for the gift of 


Faith beſtowed on you, tho withheld from others. 


- But 24aly, Seeing faith, tho it be inſtrumental, yet it is not 


- cauſal in the matter of our Juſtification ; let this reprove 


thoſe who would pur in claim for-juſtiſication on account 
of their faith, as if that were materially or influcntially 
cauſal of Juſtification : Faith it ſelf ( as it is the Believers 


AR) comes under the notion of a work, it may be neccſſa- 


ry therefore to conſider what part it is that: faith holds in 
this matter, leſt whiles we exclude works as inconſiſtent 
with grace (I meanas a procuring cauſe of our Salvation) 
-we make a work of faith; it is the Office or Work of Faith 
to make the ſoul live wholly on the tulneſs of another, and 
-to get emptied of it ſelf, to apprehend that righteouſneſs 
by which grace juſtifies, therefore {uch are highly reprovea- 
ble who preſume upon coming to God with price in their 
hand, they never truly received the gift of Faith, for that 


 Comesempty handed to Ged, and leads the ſoul ro God as a 


forlorn worth/cſs Creature, looking for juſtification and 
ſalvation from nothing on this ſide the free grace of God. 


, True faith moulds the foul into the frame of ſpirit old Je- 


cob was when hecried, 1 amz not worthy of the leaft of all thy 
orcies, it bows down under a {ence of irs own nothingnels, 
which is fixed upon Chriſt's fulneſs. 

But 3a/z.It is ſo,that faith(though not cauſal )is very inftru- 
Mental inthe matter of juſtification and ſalvation, 0h7her, as 
ever y0u-would. ſuck and be ſatisfied with the breafts of her conſo» 
lations: as ever you would fee any beauty or loveline(s infaith, 
or reap. comfort and [atisfaition by the abundance of faith ; beg 


earneſtly that God mould firenghen your faith, imitate the 


min 
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7749 in the Goſpel, who cried, Lerd, I belive, help m 
lief, q.d. Lord, I cannot hold it, my faith will Fal i 
| put me not under thine everiaſtiu3 Arms, You know refls. 
Aion upon fin, and ſinful practiſes oft ratles a very great 
Storm 1n the Soul : Now-as ever you'd have this Tempeſt 
becalm'd, be frequently entreating God to ſtrengthen your 
faith, whereby you may couragiouily confide in the wife 
and faichful conduct of our skiltul Pilot,the Lord Jeſus, who 
himſelf ſteers at Helm, that he may (as he has uadertaken) 
ſet us ſafe a ſhure in the Haven of Eternal Happineſs. By 
grace are we ſaved through faith, Rence IT note, that God's 
grace does {o ſave, that farſt we mult be true Believers; it 
is Believers alone that partake of grace; grace and faith 
muſt not be ſevered in the matter of ſalvation; God fo Ho» 
ved the world as to give his only begotten Son, thats whoſoever 
believed on him, they and no other, are to have everlaſting 
life. Look, as in the Covenant of the Law, do this and live, 
no deezdno life ; {o in this Covenant of the Goſpel, where: 
in the Lord promiſcs for Chriſt to pardon fin, to juſtifie, to - 
accent to eternal life-; .here it may be ſaid, no faith nopor- 
tion in the promiſes of God, in the grace of God in Chriſt - 
Jeſus; for look, as Plaiſters unapplied, ſo is Chriſt unbe- - 
lieved on ; God doth ſo ſave us (ſinners in ourſelves) that . 
firſt he makes us (through Chriſt applied) righteous and. 
worthy of ſalvation, worthy in regard of his juſt acceptatt-. 
on, ſeeing that the Lord doth ſo jaftifie us of grace, that we 
are alſo made juſt in the Redemption, we leatn to view and- 
contemplate on that admirable Miſtery of be 
ſftice and Mercy in Clirift ; here -we ſee how Gods Juſtice - 
and Mercy accord in one. rſt There is all Juſtice in reſpe& 
of Chriſt, whoſe Soul felt the Indignation of God in that ex- - 
tremity, that his Body touched therewith fweat as it were 
great drops of: Blood, who was wrackt and broken even - 
with cruel Torments by the hand of God for our fins, and,,.. 
was humbled even to. that death of the Croſs. 24ly. There. ' 
is all Mercy to us,it is Mercy, _ Rich Mercy, -that the: 
-S< 
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fatisfattion of Chriſt ſhonld be ours, rhat ali he did ſhould 
be accounted as done by our ſelves; and then, Oh what 
Rich Mercy is it, that Chriſt rhe ſatisfier ſhould be given 
and beſtowed upon us, this is Mercy with a witneſs, our 
Souls may cry, 0h, the heighth and depth of this matchleſs 
Hercy ; but I paſs on. By Grace ye are ſaved threugh Faith, 
and (that not of your ſelves) hence I note, that nothing 
which we areor do, does merit our {alvation, or 1s a caule 
procuring it unto us: The Apoſtle counts all his indwelling 
Righteouſneſs, conformable to the Law, Drofs and Duzz, 
that which was not fit to be truſted in, nor accounted of, 
.Oh, what can this Righteouſneſs do, which 1s in us as Wa- 
ter in a muddy Channel; you muſt needs. conteſs there is 
little power in that to work fſalvatioa f which it the 
Nrength of God ſhould not tor his mercies ſake uphold ) it 
would be quenched —y : we have nothing in us 
to merir ſalvation, the beſt ot our performances being at- 
tended with a great deal of fin and weakneſs. Here ſome 
will obje&t, and ſay, If nothing of ours can merit or procure 
ſalvation for us, wiy then does God promiſe life everlaſting 
#oworks, as if ye mortifie the deeas of the fleſb, ye ſhall live ; if ye 
Jow to the {pirit, ye ſhall reap of the ſpirit life everlaſtipz2. 1 
Anſwer, There are ſome Conditions ſimply concitional, 
that may very well ſtand with grace, Ft, Such are thoſe 
Conditions, wherein men only intreating, we promiſe and 
undertake todoa matter, or beſtow a kindneſs on them ; 
as go with me to ſuch a Place, and you ſhall partake of 
ſuch Pleaſures or Profits ; or come to me fuch a day, I will 
gieyou {uch a {um of mony ; where is &ferit in this caſe: A 
Beggars recelving an Alms, argues no merit in the Recei- 
ver, but meer grace in the Donor: We count that he 
who only receives a Benefit, he dorh nothing for it, ir 
comes freely : Indeed he doth fomthing rarurilly in recei- 
ving, but nothing morally by way of merit for the thins 
recalved, | 


But 
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But Secondly, There are other Conditions - which 
have the Reaſon of a Meritorious Cauſe, as when Men 
don't only intreat or deſire, but delerve upon Contra& whar 
is promiled; as as my work well, aud I will pay you faithfuly. 


Ot this Kind are theſe Cendirions contain'd in the Law ; Do 


this amd live, As tor thoſe 1n the Goſpel, they are only bare 
and ſimple ConJittons; wiiich deferve nothing, yet muſt 
interccde and precede the bettowing of Eternal Lite. 

Again {ome Object, 7 hat Life Kverliſting is a Reward, 
and that Rewards are deferv:d, Ianiwer, All Rewards are 
not due upon, nor given for Deſert ; there is a Reward given 
by Grace ; tor the Apoſtle ſays, To him that worketh the 
Reward is counted not of Grace, but of Debt; Intimating, 
that ſome often receive very Liberal Rewards, only upon 
the Free Grace and Favour of the Giver; and a Reward of 
Grace import* taus much, that what Reward Men have of 
God, even yon the Account of their (beſt Services, it is 
but a Gracuity, no Debt upon Deſert. Bur it. may be fur 
ther objeQted, That which 1s given according to Works, is de” 
ſerved by Works; therefore ſo is Eternal Life. T anſwers 
{hat indeed which is given according ro Works, as the 
meritorious Cauſes thereof, that may well be {aid to be de- 
ſerved by Works ; but now Eternal Life is not ſo given, 
but is beftowed according, to Works, as they are Teftimo- 
nies of our Faith, whereby wercſt-and rely alone on Chriſt 
| for Life and Salvation ;_ and+for whole: fake only believed 
on, they expect Eternal Life. From theſe Objeftions we 
learn to ſee the Pride and Arrogance of Mankind ; who, 
when they come to deal with God, would havea Value pur 
upon-their own Performances; we' would have a Value put 
upon every ting ;- upon-our' Coming, upon our Asking, 


upon our Believing. As if Chriſt was beholding to us for - 


our accepting of him - So naturally fond are we of reſting 
upcn any thing thar looks like our own Performances. Ah 
Sirs! how little.a hole will Self-Righteouſneſs creep in ? 
How. jajn, would we haye ſomewhat,whereof to Glory, Burt, 
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Uſe 2. Secondly, Hence we alſo learn to ſee how our Reli- 
gion magnifies the Grace of God, and debaſes Man to mani- 
feſt Tokens of the true Religion. For that Religion which 
fincerely defends the Grace of God, and only rejoyces in the 
Advancement of that ; not in the ſerting up the Works of 
prov'd Man ſo pr to the Glory of God, which pulls - 
down the Phariſaical Feathers,, wherewith Men pride them- 
ſelves, and ſo exalt Grace, and the Freeneſs of it, as not da«. 
ring to thruſt in any thing of their own, whereby to leſſen 
his Glory, but willingly aſcriving all to his Free Grace, and 
Undeſerved Favour. This only is the true Religion, and- 
1 this is what we now own and Preach, and {hail Triumph in 
8/3. 1nthe great Day. But Thirdly, ſeeing it is ſo, that Works: 
I are no way a procuring Cauſe of our Salvation, then hence. 

lets be exhorted to renounce all our good Duties whatſoever ; 

our Praying, Weeping, Faſting, let's no way facrifice to 
our own Net, but rejeCt all thoſe, in regard of reſting on 
them, as Cauſes of our Salvation. I 7s xot of our ſelves, 
ſays the Apoſtle, zo, nor of any we can as, in the gth.f of 

Deuteronomy 4.and there the Lord ſtrittly charges the Chil- 

dren of 1/rae/ concerning this-yery thing ; Say zot 2n thine 

Heart, for my Righteouſneſs the Lord hath brought me into poſ- 

ſeſs the Land, The Lord abhors the naming our Righteouſ- 

neſs before him, as a-Cauſe of our Salvation ; he'll have us 
paſs all over to the Free Grace of God inChrift, confeiling all 
our Righteouſneſles to be as filthy Rags, and eſteeming them 
asDroſs and: Dung, towin Chriſt ; deſiring with the Apoſtle,. 

Tobe found;nct having our. own Righteouſneſs, which is of God- 

by Faith. By Grace are-ye ſaved thro Faith,aud that not of your 

ſelves. Tt is the Gift of God ; + we are now come to theTtaft- 

Clauſe; it is the Gift of God. Hence note by way of Do- 

Qtine,that Salvation is matter oi FreeGift,not deſert Chriſt's 

Language: to his Diſciples, is a Gonfirmation of the. Point ; . 
© 12. »2, Fear not, little Flock, it is your Fathers good pleaſure to give 
ie 12. 32. "6 ; h 

you 4 Kingdom, He does not ſay they were to have it upon-. 
defert, but the Father:out of-his Grace and good er 
WOULid . 
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would beſtow it as a Gift, Eternal Life is the Gift of God ; it om 6. ul 


-were horrid and deſperately ſinjul to thipk God gives usHea- 
.ven ina way of Exchange ; for our good Works the Scrip- 
ture ſhews, that the Word Gift is properly taken for a Be- 
.quearhiag, without the Deſert of any thing in us, or good 
'Works, that caa come from us; nothing more Free than 
Gift, And thus ler us look upon our Salvation as the Free 
Gift of God ; by way of Uſe 1s it ſo, that Salvation is be- 
ſtowed not upon our defert, but as a Gift of Free Grace, and 
undeſerved Favour. Then hence we learn to what we muſt 
betake. our ſelves; namely, to the Riches of Gods Free Grace 
we are to rely upon this, and for ever diſcard and-caſhier 
that Groundleſs and Blizdfo/d Opinion of Salvation, partly 


by Grace, .and partly by Works, imitating Holy Job, who 195 25 | 


ſays, Tho he were Righteous, he would not anſwer God, and 
would plead it, but make ſuch Supplication to his Judge. Oh! 
that Free Grace were more exalted, and proud Man and his 
empty Performances more debaſed. 

Secondly, Seeing Salvation is beftowed not upon 
deſert, but as a Gift of Free Grace, and undeſerved Favour. 
Then take heed what you hear, and how ; beware of thoſe 
Teachets and DoQtrines, that tend to juſtle our Chriſt and 
Grace, to make room for Self-Righteouſneſs in the matter of 
our Juſtification and Salvation, who would have you work 
for Life Kill; to work for Salvation, is to work for Life. 
Beware that you are not Impoſed upon by ſuch as would turn 
the Goſpel into Law. But then, laitly, See:ng Salvation ts bes 
ftowed not upon D-ſert, but as a G-ft of Free Grace, then let 
ſuch as have cloſed with this Truth, fit down, and take the com- 
fort of it. Sun your lelves.in the Light. of this. Grace 3 Eat 


your Brea, and arink your Wine (or Water) with a merry , 


Heart. Since God hath accepted you ; fince his Grace and 
Love hath been fhed abroad ia your Hearts: Are you in the 
number of thoſe who are Wiſe and Noble according to the 
Fleſh; then (as one fitted with anholy Amazemenr) admire 
that the great God, (to whom you are no more than others 
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. your Conſorts that are left, and who commonly chooſeft 
. the baſe and fooliſh-to magnifie his Grace) ſhould thus go 


out of his way, to cail in you, to taſt of this Heavenly Ban- 
quet of his Free Grace and undeſerved Favour. And if you 
are a Man of low degree ( poor, weak, fool:ſh, and of no 
account among Men, even as one that 1s not - and bath the 
Lord regarded. you in your low Eftate, and magnified you 
by revealing the Freeneis of his Grace unto your Soul. Hath 
He drawn you to taſt of tis Free Grace, and to ice your yal- 
vation by it? Hath He taken you from the Dunghil, to ſer 
you among Princes, even the Princes of the Worli] to come? 


This is that Exaltatioa the Poor ſhould always Rejoyce in. 


What though you are in low Eſtate now, and others ſwim 
in Streams of Honour and worldly greatneſs? What though 
you are Chaſtened every Moraing, yet think not you are 


hardly dealt with, Remember your good: taings are to come, 


they are growing in the other World, and your Harveſt is 
haſtening on a pace. What though the Skies be red and 
lowring, God has his Bow in the Cloud ſet there, as a ſure 
Sign, between Him and you? What though the Billows 
of Troubles and Temptations go over your heads ? you ſhall 
not be Deluged by them: By Free Grace you are hedged 
about, and Walled upto Heaven in this Free Grace, and un. 
deſerved Favour, Let us Exult and. Triumph, yea, let all the 
Sons of God Shout for Foy. 
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Notwithſtanding the Authors Attendance upon the Preſs theſe Zr- 
rata's have eſcaped, which be pleaſed to Corre& with your Pen 


| In the Dedication, 1: x for hisr. the p. 15 1.7 for ſor. top. 17 1:5 for 


Communion r..common, ib. 1. 27 r. Men; theſe, 161. 34 for that r: 
your p. 19 1. 5r. ſheweth mercy P. 20 L 1 after ſo r, that ib. 1. 31 for 


. might r. ought. \ 
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